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The waters of the 

Philippines are home 

to many rare and 

wonderful game fish. 

One little known 

species that is found 

here is the Freshwater 

Snapper (Lutjanus 

fucescens). These 

first class game fish 

look very similar to 

their close relative the 

Mangrove Snapper, 

with the main 

difference being the 

brown color and large 

black spot under the rear dorsal fin.  These fish are also for 

that reason known to some as Spotted Sea Bass.  Unlike 

most other snapper species, the freshwater snapper is 

primarily a freshwater fish that is found in estuaries and 

rivers.   

   The freshwater snapper are quite a bit more rare that the 

most other snapper and because of that, little is known about 

them.  What anglers known of this elusive species comes 

mainly from fishing reports out of Papua New Guinea where 

anglers have been able to catch some impressive specimens.   

One Filipino angler who is blessed to live near waters that are 

abundant with Freshwater Snapper and who has mastered 

both lure and bait techniques for Freshwater Snapper is 

master angler, Mark Omilig.  Mark’s hunting grounds are the 

rivers and estuaries of Dipolog City, located in the province of 

Zamboanga Del Norte, Mindanao.  His tackle shop is 

conveniently located on the Dipolog breakwater which is itself 

a prime snapper location.    

Mark with one of his many Tandungan 
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Mark holding two off his 

Tandungan while 

standing in front of his 

tackle shop: Marky’s 

Kampay Tackle and 

Fishing Supply 

Mark has learned much about these fish 

over his years of fishing in Dipolog.  He 

describes the Freshwater Snapper, 

known in Dipolog as Tandungan, as a 

true trophy fish.  They are strong and 

clever, often swimming for snags and 

breaking lines once they are hooked.  

Near invisible Fluorocarbon is the way to 

go, according to Mark, for leaders when fishing for these leader-shy predators.  

Mark was happy to share with FTP some of his techniques for catching Tandungan.   Mark has 

noticed that these fish are most active and easy to catch after a heavy rain.  These fish often will 

move to the river’s mouth and feed on anything unlucky that has been carried downstream by 

the flood water. Another spot these fish can be found is in river bends, just behind rapids.  From 

there they can easily ambush anything that is being carried downstream.   Mark’s favourite time 

of day to fish for Tandungan is at the high tide as it begins to fall.  He claims that the best moon 

phase is three days before and three days after a full moon.   

When using lures to catch Freshwater 

Snapper, Mark prefers red and green 

colors.  These he claims, are the colors 

most preferred by the fish.  The months of 

December to March are the time of year 

that anglers have the best luck at catching 

Freshwater Snapper on lures.   

When using a “Bait and Wait” technique 

Mark’s favourite rig is a live crab on a 

float.  The Kampay or in Tagalog Talangka, 

is a small freshwater crab that Mark claims 

is one of the Tandungan’s favourite 

delicacies.  When he first started using this 

bait other anglers in the area thought he was desperate and that he would catch nothing.  Now 

after having an impressive collection of photos of big snapper he has caught using this bait he 

need not answer the critics.  Mark even holds the record for the largest Freshwater Snapper 

there at the Dipolog breakwater which weighed in at a whopping 6.5 kilograms.  

Besides freely sharing his knowledge and fishing tips Mark 

has also contributed in other ways to both the sport 

Live Kampay or Freshwater  Crab are excellent Snapper bait 
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COUPON 

5% off any regular price item on 

FishRmen Bait and Tackle. 

Just take a photo or screen shot of this coupon and send it with 

your next order.  Valid from )ctober 2015 – January 2016. Only 

one use of coupon allowed per customer. 

A decent sized 

Tandungan caught 

by Mark on a green 

crankbait.These 

snappers readily 

take lures along 

with bait. 

fishing community and the scientific 

community.  Mark has contributed to 

some research and genetic studies in 

Japan on this prized species.     

For anglers wanting to experience fishing 

for Freshwater Snapper, Dipolog is 

excellent destination.  Mark is an 

excellent Fishing Guide and can assist 

anglers in hunting for Tandungan.  

Though Dipolog is currently the best 

known Freshwater Snapper destination, 

they can be caught all around the 

country in estuaries and rivers.  FTP has 

seen reports of these fish being caught in 

Palawan, Cebu, and other places in Mindanao.  

    The Freshwater Snapper is a true treasure of 

Philippine Sportfishing.  It is rare, impressive, and in 

need of conservation and management. We encourage 

both Filipino and foreign anglers to experience fishing 

for these fish, and to also be mindful to practice Catch 

and Release of this species to ensure that future 

generations can enjoy it as well.    

 By Benaiah Fogle 
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Fishing Vocabulary: 

Foul Hooked (adj.)– A fish hooked any 

place other than the mouth. 

Lunker (n)– A very large fish of any 

species. 

Leader-Shy (adj.)– A fish that will not 

bite baits or lures tied on heavy or 

thick leader lines.  

Skunked (v) – To catch  nothing on a 

fishing trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FG Knot 

The FG knot is my knot of choice for 

connecting braid to mono, it is the thinnest, 

strongest knot possible when joining line to leader, it works on the principle of the Chinese 

finger trap, so that the stronger you pull apart the line, the tighter the knot gets, and since the 

profile of the knot is one of the thinnest if not the thinnest it is perfect for us lure guys with the 

knot being able to pass through the guides of the rod with little or no problem.  

Tying the FG knot can be 

intimidating at first, but like 

most knots, practice is key, I 

will be putting a link at the 

end of this article of a video 

which is almost exactly the 

way I tie the knot, with the 

end of the braid In my teeth 

and the monofilament in my 

hands, and I weave back and 

forth until I get the proper 

length of the knot and the I 

finish it off with a series of 

half hitches and trim both 

ends as close as possible. 

Once you get used to tying the knot you should be able to do so fairly rapidly and without 

problems.... The idea is to be able tie the knot in the dark so practice is essential! I have not had 

this knot fail on me. It has always been either the main line gives way or the leader.  But this 

knot once tied properly should not come loose. Give this knot a try it will not let you down! 

Here is a link to a good tutorial on how to tie an FG Knot: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjzUb5QRKuk 

By Guille Zialcita 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DpjzUb5QRKuk&h=PAQGqTbLq
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Technique: 5 Tips for Fishing Soft Plastics    

1. The Slower the Better 

One problem of many anglers who fish soft plastics is that they fish their lures too fast.  Often wary 

predators will observe a bait before they strike.  A slow presentation of the lure allows time for the fish to 

observe and strike when they are not in a feeding frenzy mode.  

2. Finesse 

Another common mistake of many anglers 

when using soft plastics is to try to put too 

much movement in their lure.  Subtle 

movements of your rod tip and lure can often 

make the difference attracting strikes or 

spooking the fish.  

3. Rigging is key 

A firm hook set is important to landing any fish.  

In order to improve your hook sets when using 

your soft plastic be sure that: A. Your hooks 

points are sharp, B. That your bait is rigged to 

swim with a good action, And  C. that there is 

nothing hindering your hook from penetrating 

the fish’s lip.  

4. Weight for the right conditions 

Soft plastics generally have great action when 

used without weight.  If the conditions are 

calm, try going weightless.  If you need weight 

to cast or to move your lure to the right depth then try using different weights until you find the right 

weight for the condition that will get you where you need to be without sacrificing the action of the plastic.  

5. Know when to use them 

Knowing when to fish is just as important as knowing what lure to use and how to use it.  The same is 

true when using soft plastics.  For best results try fishing at sunrise and sunset.  For anglers using soft 

plastics in the sea another key time is at high tide as it is beginning to drop.  Sometimes low tide can also 

be good just as the tide is starting to come back in.  

 

By Benaiah Fogle 

Here is a Mangrove Snapper taken on a 

soft plastic Jerkbait. Snapper and other 

fresh and Saltwater predators a great 

fun to catch on these lifelike soft plastic 

lures. 
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News 

 CFB Lure Fishing Tournament, Sept. 

20, 2015  

   
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The group of Cebu Fishing Buddies that 

joined the September 20 CFB Lure Fishing 

Tournament at the Marcello Fernan Bridge in 

Mactan, Cebu. 

A Fishing Event that was held in Manila 

CFB Tournament Champion Regin S. with his 

winning Cutlassfish! 
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Two Giant Oarfish washed ashore on a beach in Laua-an, Antique this past 

September. They were 10ft and 8ft in Length.   
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A good sized Mangrove Snapper caught by Arnel 

P. in Mindanao 

A monster Barracuda 

caught sent in by Ryan 

B. from Mindanao. 

Charlie’s 

impressive 3kg 

wild caught 

Barramundi.  He 

caught this in 

Cebu! Yes you 

can catch these 

beauties in the 

estuaries of 

Cebu.   
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A young angler in training learning how to 

catch Barracuda from shore on cutbait. 

A rare Black Snakehead caught by Mike 

M. in Laguna.  The Black Snakehead is 

distinguished from its more common 

relative, the Striped Snakehead by the 

absence of a white underbelly. 

John B’s impressive 3 kg  Golden Snapper.  These 

are very similar to Mangrove Snapper except for 

the Golden Brown color.  He caught this fish in 

Zamboanga. 
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Contributor Doc Gills with his Monster Barramundi!  This fish was pond caught but still was none the less a 

challenge to land.  Next goal;  To catch one of these monsters in the wild! :-D 

Erdie B. from Marinduque caught 

this delectable little tuna on his 

personal float fly rig.  Erdie ties 

and sells high quality flies for 

saltwater and freshwater fishing.  

This photo shows the versatility 

of the flies which can be fished 

from traditional fly fishing set-

ups, or from spinning or 

conventional set-ups with some 

modification.   
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